Kinds  of Crowds

ises rather than convinces them. They shout applause
and their enthusiasm is kindled. They become a group
with an idea, and in the heat of that emotion they may
be led to act in a remarkable manner, as the individuals
composing the group could never have been brought to
act had they been reasoned with, one by one, by ever so
many separate archangels.

Evangelistic revival meetings present these phenom-
ena in a well-recognised form. Here, for instance, is a
cutting from a recent American newspaper, describing the
feats of "Billy" Sunday. "Philadelphia, Jan. 24, 1915.
"All records for a day's quota of trail-hitters were broken
"to-day when 1,445 men, among them ex-Sheriff David
"Baird, the old Republican boss of Camden, walked up
"the sawdust-covered aisles of the Tabernacle, at Nine-
"teenth and Vine Streets, took Billy Sunday by the hand
"and told him that they accepted Christ as their Saviour.
"Never in nearly twenty years of evangelism has he
"accomplished such results as these in a single day. Five
"hundred and twenty-three were converted at the night
"service after the most spectacular platform performance
"to which the evangelist has treated Philadelphia since
"his arrival in the city."

The audiences at such meetings are brought together
as a crowd that watches a fire is formed, by the mere
desire to be present at an event. They come to see
something happen. The spell-binder gets hold of them,
just as a mesmerist attracts examples from his audience,
and causes them to provide the very sight they came to
see.

It is sometimes easy to note the moment when a chance
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